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Analysis of Dataset Citing Behaviors in the Field of Natural Language Processing in China

XU LinHong WANG KaiDa ZHANG LilJie
(School of Software, Dalian University of Foreign Languages, Dalian 116000, P. R. China)

Abstract: With the increasing dependence of scientific research on data, investigating the reference behavior of datasets in the field of natural language

processing (NLP) in China is conducive to promoting the standardized construction and citation of datasets and the fast development of this field. This paper
selects 1 628 papers from the Journal of Chinese Information Processing from 2013 to 2022 as samples and the citation information of 1 970 datasets is
manually marked through full-text analysis to study the citation behavior of datasets in the literature. In the field of NLP research in China, the number of papers
citing others’ datasets is gradually increasing, while the number of papers using self-built datasets is decreasing. Furthermore, the average citation frequency

of papers citing datasets is higher than that of papers using self-built datasets. There is a tendency to cite multiple datasets, and the number of papers citing a
single dataset is decreasing. Moreover, the average citation frequency of papers citing 2 to 3 datasets is higher than that of papers citing a single dataset. Dataset
reusability is relatively low, and highly cited datasets primarily come from evaluations.

Keywords: Dataset Citation; Data Citation; Natural Language Processing; Highly Cited Dataset; Dataset Reuse
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